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MASTER OF CEREMONIES
STEVEN BUTLER

Congratulations to all the winners of the 
Federation of Children’s Book Groups’ 
Children’s Book Award 2016,  
and particularly to the overall winners author Pamela Butchart and 
illustrator Thomas Flintham for My Headteacher is a Vampire Rat!  
(Nosy Crow). What a team!

Thank you to the 12 testing groups who generated the shortlists and to 
everyone involved in casting the 125,000 votes during the process! We are 

indebted to everyone on the FCBG team involved in organising the 
award; Steven Butler our magnificent MC at the awards ceremony; 
and the Union Jack Club, London for providing a fantastic venue  
and lunch. We would also like to thank Andersen Press for  
embellishing the event with all things Elmer and to Tales on Moon 

Lane for the irresistible Book Shop. A full report and more photos 
will be published on the FCBG website.

1: YOUNGER READERS: MY HEADTEACHER IS A VAMPIRE RAT 
BY PAMELA BUTCHART AND THOMAS FLINTHAM

2: OLDER READERS: APPLE AND RAIN BY SARAH CROSSAN
3: YOUNGER CHILDREN: IS THERE A DOG IN THIS BOOK?  

BY VIVIANE SCHWARZ

• FCBG Conference
• Nation Building with Lonely 

Planet Kids
• National Non-Fiction  

November 2016
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BUILDING BRIDGES: 
FORGING CONNECTIONS AND GROWING READERS

On being a helper at FCBG’s 
annual conference

Having had my arm twisted to volunteer as the new chair for the  
Worcestershire Book Group, I decided the best way to find out what my role 

entailed was to attend the FCBG Conference which this year was in Telford.  
I took up the offer of the ‘helper’ discount which turned out to be beneficial  

in more ways than one. 

When I arrived after a slight detour (a 15 mins walk from the station turned 
into a 50 mins walk – my own fault – absolutely no sense of direction!),  

I was immediately immersed in the task of filling 120 delegate bags which 
enabled me to bond with the other helpers. Next we wandered around  

en masse putting signs up all over the building e.g.: dining hall, pre-dinner 
drinks, Friday night bar, and of course: seminars, author talks and publishers 
exhibition. By tea time, I knew lots of people I could happily go and chat with 

(even if I did keep forgetting their names).

That evening I visited the Publishers’ Exhibition which was a wonderful  
opportunity to talk about the possibility of our local schools being included 
on their author tours. 

Present were: Andersen Press, Nosy Crow, Bonnier, Bounce, Curious Fox, 
Egmont, Hachette Children’s Books, Harper Collins, Little Tiger, Macmillan  
Children’s books, One World (Rock the Boat) Penguin Random House, 
Phaidon, Quarto, Ransom, Walker Books. We all came away with bags full  
of book proofs, posters and bookmarks, my favourite being a small  
but very colourful Elmer bag. It was even more exciting than a really good 
day at the sales! Then we had dinner and after that came the Andersen  
Press quiz which was great fun.

Over the weekend I had a couple of stints on the information desk which 
was not onerous at all and I got to talk to other FCBG members who were 
able to enlighten me as to my duties as chair of a book group for which I was 
really grateful. (Thank you one and all)  And when I wasn’t ‘on duty’ I got to 
see some brilliant author talks including: John Boyne, Ali Sparkes, Curtis 
Jobling (creator of Bob the Builder), Phil Earle, Piers Torday and Pamela 
Butchart who got us performing story art with crisps! Sadly I missed  
Joseph Coehlo and Andy Griffiths. After the famous Gala Dinner we  
listened to Jenny Downham talk about her journey to being an author.  
I came away from the conference feeling inspired and invigorated and I’d 
made some lovely new friends who all loved children’s books as much as  
I did. So if you’re thinking about helping at the FCBG conference in Reading 
next year – go for it – it will be worth it, I promise you!

Ali Oxtoby, Chair, Worcestershire Children’s Book Group

SHANE HEGARTY

PUBLISHERS’ EXHIBITION

PAMELA BUTCHART
LISA MACDONALD ACCEPTED THE FEDERATION GIFT ON BEHALF OF THE 
GREAT WESTERN HOSPITAL SCHOOL UNIT IN SWINDON

GALA DINNER
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POETRY RULES!
The charismatic performance poet and playwright Joseph Coelho captivated 

his audience in the Saturday Poetry Workshop at the National Federation of 
Children’s Book Groups Conference in April. Students, teachers,  

librarians and poetry lovers of all ages filled the crowded room and no one 
was disappointed. After a dramatic performance of several of his own poems, 

Joe introduced his M.O.R.E.R.A.P.S. workshop, which he often uses with 
pupils to encourage them to write more creatively. Each table formed a small 

group and soon everyone was eagerly looking for examples of Metaphor, 
Onomatopoeia, Rhyme, Emotion, Repetition, Alliteration, Personification and 

Simile in Joseph’s own award-winning book Werewolf Club Rules.  
The buzz in the room quickly made us realize that this was a powerful trigger 
to encourage creative writing for all ages. With younger groups Joseph often 

also uses lots of props including giant pens, coloured pens and paper, and  
even ping pong balls and paper coats.

Joseph’s poems have appeared in a number of 
anthologies but his first solo collection Werewolf 

Club Rules scooped the CLiPPA (Centre for 
Literacy in Primary Poetry Award) in 2015 and 

is highlighted in the new FCBG publication 
More Poetry Please. Celebrating cultures from 

around the world, his poems draw on childhood 
experiences with a piercing perceptivity. Joseph 

performs with the poetry group Apples and Snakes 
across the country and often visits schools.  
He can be contacted through his website at  
www.joseph-coelho.com  Our workshop  

participants left hoping to hear him again soon.

Rosemary Woodman, Getting Reading  
Reading Children’s Book Group

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
The theme for next year’s conference is Write Around the 
World: Broadening Horizons. It will be taking place in  
Reading from Friday 7th April – Sunday 9th April 2017. 

JEAN RUSSELL STORYTELLER 
2016
This year’s fantastic conference programme, ended on a real high with the 
launch of Anna Conomos, Jean Russell Storyteller 2016, who delighted the 
audience with her skilful and very entertaining storytelling and talked with 
commitment and enthusiasm about the projects planned for this year. You 
can read an account of her first event at the Great Western Hospital,  
facilitated by Aldbourne Book Group, on the FCBG website. More reports  
will be posted as they happen over the next few months.

PUBLISHERS’ EXHIBITION

ANNA CONOMOS Jean Russell Storyteller

FEDERATION OF CHILDREN’S BOOK GROUPS 
CONFERENCE, TELFORD 2016

AUTHORS CURTIS JOBLING AND PHIL EARLE
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You Rule! Make it official 3130

Ready to fly
After a country name, the next essential thing for any new ruler is a 
flag. You’ll need one for ceremonies, for claiming new territories, for 

rallying your troops and for your citizens to stick on their car bumpers.

Nailing your colours
It’s fairly easy to design your own flag. Most consist 
of simple blocks of colour, so it makes sense to start 
there. Perhaps you could use your favourite colour, or 
something that you feel represents your country: blue  
for an island in a vast sea, green for land cloaked with 
forests or purple for the colour of your bedroom walls!

From 1977 to 2011, Libya 
had the world’s only flag 
of just one colour, a plain 
green rectangle. Talk about 
keeping things simple! 

Building blocks
Play around with blocks of different colours. You could  
opt for a two-colour, flag like Ukraine’s plain blue and 
yellow design. Or the very popular tricolour (three 
colours) style favoured by the likes of France and Italy.  
Just make sure it hasn’t been done before. Clearly, 
Indonesia and Monaco didn’t do their homework on this 
and both have ended up with the same flag – a white 
block below a red block. And Poland’s flag is the same  
but upside down. Come on guys, make an effort!

Outside the box
For a bit more style and variety, get away from simple 
squares or rectangles and add a few curves and angles. 
You could throw in a circle, try some stripes or a cross, 
maybe even a star or two (or 50 if you want to copy the 
United States). Or why not have your lines run diagonally, 
in all sorts of colours, like the Seychelles? Now does that 
not just say ‘fun place’ to you?!

Pole position
You can make your flag more distinctive by adding a 
symbol that represents your country. It could be a strong 
and powerful looking animal – Albania’s flag has a two-
headed black eagle, and Bhutan’s has a seriously cool-
looking dragon. Or how about a symbol that relates to 
the landscapes of your country, like Canada’s maple leaf, 
or something that refers to your nation’s theme? Beaming 
out from the flag of the Aerican Empire, a micronation 
devoted to silliness, is a huge smiley face.

It’s a wrap!
Once you are happy with your design, paint a giant 
version onto thick paper or card, or ask an adult to 
help you sew a real one out of different coloured 
fabrics. Then attach it to a pole and get 
ready to fly it! 

Simple is best 
Remember it’s best to keep it 
simple: choose a pattern you can 
confidently draw and print, and  
that your subjects can easily copy for 
their own homemade flags, which  
they’ll wave at you when you pass by.

The scientific study of flags 
is called ‘vexillology’ and an 
expert on flags is called a 

‘vexillologist’. A designer of 
flags is a ‘vexillographer’ and 
if you are someone who likes 
flags you can call yourself a 
‘vexillophile’. As long as you 

can get your tongue round it!

Okay, so which is Monaco? 
See, hopeless!

?
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Have you ever felt tired of following 
other people’s rules? Or thought that 

perhaps, given the chance, you might be 
able to do better? I was lucky enough  

to throw out the rulebook altogether 
when I visited three children’s book 

groups in November 2015, and we set 
about creating our very own countries  

from scratch.

Our manual for the day was You Rule, published 
by Lonely Planet Kids, which encourages 

children aged 8+ to do just that! From charting 
borders and writing rules, to designing flags, 

creating costumes and attracting visitors –  
there are loads of creative exercises to  

help young readers become kings, queens, 
presidents or emperors.

I spent time with Years 5 and 6 at Valley Primary 
School in Solihull, Year 4 at St Mary’s Junior 

School in Oxted, and the Saddleworth Children’s 
Book Group. Each workshop began with some 
fun and games choosing a name for our new 

island nation, and setting out its key rules and 
the rights for its citizens. The children were then 

split into smaller groups, or ‘ministries’, and given 
a creative task to complete and present to the 

rest of the group. We had postcards and posters 
produced by the Ministry of Tourism, flags  

designed by the Ministry of Vexillology  
(try saying that five times fast!), maps from the 

Ministry of Cartography, and lots more. 

During each workshop I was really impressed 
not only with the creativity on display from each 
group, but with how well they worked together. 

Whatever the rights and rules of each nation,  
it was hugely pleasing to see democracy in  

action as the ministries made their decisions. 

The finished countries all had their own very 
definite identities, but a common theme in each 

was a hatred of vegetables, with broccoli being 
a particular horror. The offending brassica  
was duly banned in each nation, with dire 
punishments for those found serving it! 

So, without further ado, I present the world’s 
four newest nations. Which would earn your 
citizenship?

The Great Kingdom of Neverlandania:  
Where no visit is complete without a trip to 
Trampoline World – a truly bouncy theme park, 
and where dressing as a monkey is compulsory 
every Monday. 

The United Kingdom of Cheeky Nandositron: 
Where the largest selection of fast food ever 
seen is available 24 hours a day, and the  
nation’s transport system consists of giant  
ride-on chickens.

The United Federation of  
Bonkersmaniatopia: Where the national dish 
is rainbow chocolate, and your clothes are part 
robotic to help out with chores and homework.

The Most Noble Duchy of Ookiblookiania: 
Where cupcakes grow on trees, and you can 
visit the forest where unicorns and flying  
guinea pigs roam free.

I have to say, after creating each of these 
countries, it was a bit of a shame to come back 
to Earth! If you need me, I’ll be applying for my 
Neverlandania passport…

For more information about our publications  
see www.lonelyplanetkids.com 
and keep up to date  with the monthly  
newsletter at lptravel.to/nonfictionnov 

Jen Feroze 
Commissioning Editor, Lonely Planet Kids

BANNING BROCCOLI, 
AND A GIANT CHICKEN 
CALLED JEFF: 
NATION BUILDING WITH LONELY PLANET KIDS

“We all had grea
t fun at Jen Feroze’s 

lively and engaging
 session! Thank you 

Lonely Planet for your wonderful suppo
rt.” 

Jill Roach, Saddleworth CBG
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NATIONAL NON-FICTION 
NOVEMBER 2016NATIONAL NON-FICTION 
NOVEMBER 2016

Many of you will be aware that Carousel  

magazine has been through a pretty turbulent 

time in recent months.  Hopefully, this is now 

behind us and we can look forward to exciting 

times ahead. We are grateful to the Federation 

for the opportunity to introduce ourselves to 

those of you who may not already know us.

In our “former lives”, Elaine worked for  

thirty-three years as a secondary school teacher 

in schools and colleges in the West Midlands 

and Dave ran an independent children’s book 

shop in Birmingham. Together we founded the 

North Birmingham Children’s Book Group 

and were part of the organising team for two 

previous Federation Conferences. Dave also  

provided the bookshop at several of the  

Federation’s Children’s Book Award  

ceremonies. Both of us have worked on  

Carousel for a number of years, contributing 

articles and reviews, as part of the editorial 

team. We share a passion for children’s books 

and a commitment to enabling youngsters to 

discover, and to engage with, stimulating and 

imaginative stories. In the current climate of cuts 

to specialist library provisions in schools and the 

potential harmful impact of literacy tests upon 

reading for pleasure, we believe our magazine 

is an important information and communication 

tool about all that’s best in children’s books. 

We intend to gradually introduce some new 

features to Carousel to keep it fresh and relevant, 

while also retaining many of the aspects that 

have ensured it is a much loved and highly 

regarded resource. We are receptive to any 

suggestions you might have for future articles 

and topics. Our contact details can be found 

on the website and on the editorial page of the 

magazine. We very much look forward to  

working closely with the Federation and  

meeting up with many of you in the future. 

Elaine and Dave Chant

ZOE TOFT, FCBG CO-ORDINATOR FOR  

NATIONAL NON-FICTION NOVEMBER,  

LOOKS FORWARD TO NNFN 2016

2016’s National Non-Fiction November is 

all about creating your own books based on 

real-life stories. We’re encouraging groups to 

have fun planning, researching and/or making 

the non-fiction books they’d like to read. Maybe 

you’ll research the information your group would 

need to write a trivia book to rival Ripley’s Believe 

it or Not. Maybe your group will write a cookery 

book. Perhaps you’ll decide to write a biography 

of a local hero.

You might plan a session during November to 

enjoy exploring the wide range of non-fiction 

that is available, playing games to “taste” what 

is on offer. You could run a book-making session 

with lots of paper, glue and glitter. You might 

invite your local museum or public library to 

get involved and help you research a particular 

topic.

An activity pack to give you more ideas,  

suggestions and inspiration will be available to 

download from the FCBG website by the start 

of July, but there’s no reason not to start  

planning now!

November will also see the return of our online 

30 Days of Adventure in the Real World.  

Every day in November will see at least one new 

online article, review, opinion piece or giveaway 

linked to non-fiction for children and young 

people. The best way to follow this extravaganza 

is by following @FCBGNews on Twitter, where 

links will be shared daily, or by subscribing to 

the FCBG blog, where articles and round-ups  

will appear.

help needed!
If you had to recommend a selection of  

non-fiction titles, where would you begin? 

It’s a few years since we produced our  

non-fiction booklist, It’s a Fact. We’d like  

to create an updated list of 100 brilliant  

non-fiction books for children and young  

people, and we’d really love to have  

the input from your group members.

Please consult your group and let Zoe  

(nnfn@fcbg.org.uk) have your suggestions  

for inclusion on the list by July 31st 2016.

Please note: The list will only include books 

currently in print in the UK. We are keen to  

use it to highlight the breadth of non-fiction,  

in terms of subject matter, style and target  

age group, and also books which are read for 

pleasure (rather than educational text books).

MEET ELAINE AND DAVE CHANT: 

THE NEW COUPLE AT THE HELM OF CAROUSEL MAGAZINE



IT IS ALWAYS GREAT TO RECEIVE NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL CHILDREN’S BOOK GROUPS. AS YOU WILL SEE FROM THE FOLLOWING 
REPORTS SOME INSPIRATIONAL WORK HAS BEEN GOING ON AROUND THE COUNTRY DURING THE LAST FEW MONTHS.

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS

Congratulations to Aldbourne and Ipswich, 
who have both celebrated their 40th  
anniversary during the last twelve months.

ALDBOURNE CBG
On a sunny Friday, 17 July 2015, we held a birthday party to 
celebrate the 40th birthday of Aldbourne Children’s Book 
Group in the lovely garden of The Old Malt House, home of 
Marianne Adey. Invitations were sent to current and some 
‘old’ members, as well as some of the staff of the local 
primary school. Author Anne Booth entertained reading 
stories from her books The Fairiest Fairy and the Girl with 
the White Dog. We had strawberries and cream, as well as 
birthday cake.
Aldbourne was also the first lucky group to host a Jean 
Russell Storyteller event.
Sandy Martin, Aldbourne

IPSWICH CBG
The inaugural BooksEast Festival took place from the 
9th-15th May and the Ipswich Town Hall and Corn 
Exchange were busy with a variety of author events for all 
ages and interests.
We helped with the children’s programme and Gallery 3 
was filled with laughter and giggles (from adults as well 
as children!) as James Campbell got our events off to a 
wonderful start and one young member of the audience 
spoke for us all as he announced, “I absolutely loved that!”
Tracey Corderoy was next, introducing us to Shifty 
McGifty, Slippery Sam and Kitty Le Claw. There were also 
bouncy spiders to make, a game to play and cake to eat. 
As we are celebrating our 40th birthday this year we felt 
the day would not be complete without a cake and were 
delighted to have Tracey cut it for us.

The afternoon started with more giggles as Ruth  
Fitzgerald shared her Emily Sparkes books with us,  
plus stories of her writing, her family and dog Ozzy.
The day finished with riddles from Kevin Crossley- 
Holland who talked about his latest book Heartsong, 
which tells of the healing power of music. It is set in Venice 
with exquisite pictures by Jane Ray, who we discovered is 
not only a talented illustrator but also has a beautiful voice.
Finally on Sunday we were treated to one of the nation’s 
favourite authors, Francesca Simon holding her first 
event for her latest book The Monstrous Child, which is for 
older children and has been receiving wonderful reviews.
We judged the short story competition themed ‘Waves’ 
and Francesca kindly announced the winners - Emotions 
by Ana Barbara Popescu (11-13 age group), a powerful 
interpretation of the theme and Isolated Within the Waves 
by Lucy Cant (14-16 age group), a really lyrical piece 
of writing.
A successful weekend and next year’s festival is already 
planned for 8-14th May 2017 - so save the date!
Shirley Imlach, Ipswich CBG

LEWES CBG
LCBG celebrated NSSM by setting up a story tent at the 
Southover Bonfire Society May Fayre today. It was a lovely 
bell tent (useful in the very changeable weather!). The 
Fayre was held in the ruins of the Priory - an atmospheric 
venue, with a large number of Viking re-enacters fighting 
nearby! Our members came and shared stories and books, 
including authors Miriam Moss and Ronda Armitage 
and storyteller Laura Brett. Alongside that we made Stick 
Men and bookmarks.

We’ve been fortunate to be the Mayor of Lewes’ charity for 
15/16 and Diana Rogers received a cheque for £917.44 
on our behalf this month. We’re still finalising what we’re 
going to spend the money on, but some will go towards 
buying books for schools and other places that are in need 
of them. We’ve also produced a new membership leaflet, 
which we gave out for the first time today. See the photo of 
committee member and author, Jon Walter and committee 
member Dafna Bartle with the new leaflet at the event 
today. (Jon is dressed in a monk’s habit because that’s  
his Bonfire Society costume, just in case you were  
wondering...) We’re also just relaunched our website - 
 it ’s still in progress, but has a sleek new look.
Jenny Maidment, Lewes CBG

OXTED CBG
As part of National Non-Fiction November OCBG were lucky 
to have Jen Feroze from Lonely Planet Kids visit a local 
school and run a workshop for 90 children, where they 
planned and designed their own country.  The workshop 
was entertaining and inspiring; great fun was had by all.
Kjartan Poskitt (author of the series: Murderous Maths, 
Agatha Parrot and Borgon the Axeboy), also entertained 
pupils at a number of local schools over three days.
Jackie Lomas, Oxted 

SOUTH BUCKS CBG
As part of Wycombe Art Festival 2016, we were  
delighted to welcome the wonderfully creative children’s 
author and illustrator,  James Mayhew to lead our exciting 
storytelling and illustrating workshop “Stories From 
Unusual Places”.
He entranced everyone with his captivating story-telling  
of traditional folk tales of the North, from Russian  
seafarers and ocean monsters to Finland’s ancient  
mythical Underworld. James then continued to mesmerise 
us all by recreating scenes from these tales, with his 
beautiful painting, as everyone listened to the moving 
classical musical pieces, composed for each legend. There 
was an audible intake of breath in the room, as the orange 
sea monster reached up a tentacle, to seize the hero by the 
foot. A complete auditory and visual delight!
James then encouraged everyone, adults and children 
alike, to create their very own artwork of these magical 
tales of adventure. The children were inspired by James’s 
skills and also empowered and encouraged by his 
unassuming, approachable manner to produce original  
oil pastel pictures of their own.
Everyone was eager to browse James’s selection of book 
titles and take their favourite home, after James very kindly 
signed each special book. Thank you to our local  
independent bookstore, “Gerrards Cross Book Shop” for 
supporting the event and to our volunteers who  
supplied the delicious refreshments! What a truly  
wonderful afternoon. 

READING CBG
To coincide with Reading’s Year of Culture (YOC), Getting 
Reading Reading has launched a monthly book group for 
8-11 year olds at Reading Central Library. The activities and 
monthly book lists (which can be seen on the group’s page 
on the FCBG website) reflect the YOC themes. So far we’ve 
talked about our favourite information books, explored 
Shakespeare’s life and works, recited poetry, created 
picture books and shared stories. 
Chris Routh, Reading CBG

SADDLEWORTH CBG
For National Share a Story Month, our unusual place 
was Castleshaw Reservoir and Roman Fort. The children of 
Saddleworth had great fun on their Quest to save the area 
from an evil toad; following clues and solving puzzles on 
the way. 
Kate Breitholtz, Saddleworth CBG
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WHO’S WHOWHO’S WHO
REFLECTIONS ON BEING CHAIR

Two exciting and eventful, if occasionally frustrating, years as Chair,  
came to an end at the conference in Telford. I (mostly) really enjoyed  

the challenge of leading the FCBG.

One of my great passions has been using social media as a tool, both  
within the FCBG and with the outside world. I’m thrilled to say 

that our national and group social media presence has 
grown hugely. We have engaged with each other and  

with the children’s book world, which has helped to raise 
the profile of the FCBG. This will be particularly important 

as we seek new sponsorship for the  
Children’s Book Award. 

I had a great team around me, many of whom are staying 
on to support Jane – including me as Treasurer – how did 

that happen? I wish us all every success over the next 
two years.

Sarah Stuffins, Reading CBG

JANE ETHERIDGE LOOKS FORWARD
TO THE NEXT TWO YEARS AS CHAIR
I am really looking forward to the next two years working with the rest of 
the Executive to ensure the work of the FCBG continues to reach every part 
of the community. The Jean Russell Storyteller Project is incredibly exciting, 
representing all that is great about the Federation. I hope that I will be able to 
attend some of the events later this year so I can see Anna at work with the 
book groups, using storytelling to support and engage children. 

One of my most pressing tasks is to find sponsorship for the Children’s Book 
Award. This is such an important part of our work because it allows children 
to express their own opinions on what makes a good book and encourages 
them to discover new books. I hope that we will have some good news on 
this matter by the time the next newsletter is published. 

Jane Etheridge, Oxted CBG

In January 2014, I telephoned Karen Hellewell to find out about setting 
up a children’s book group. In the same month, I read an interview 
with Michael Rosen and discovered there were MAs in Children’s 
Literature; I simply hadn’t thought of that before. These two things 
led to me becoming more involved in something I had always loved… 
sharing and learning about children’s books.

Myself and three more parents got together to set up the Saddleworth CBG, 
shortly after that telephone call. We wanted activities for keen readers, with 
the idea that hopefully we would be encouraging any children that weren’t 
so keen along the way. Since then, we have held sixteen events for children 
in Saddleworth, and there continues to be a demand for more. We started 
with a Charlie and the Chocolate Factory party and most recently led a 
Story Quest around one of our local reservoirs. We have been helped by a 
huge number of parents, and enthusiasts of all ages, and it is a pleasure to be 
continually meeting fellow readers.

As well as our local activities, I have loved attending the last two FCBG  
conferences. It has given me much joy to listen to the authors and illustrators, 
as well as to meet so many knowledgeable and inspirational people.  

Joining the National Executive this year, is an opportunity for me to engage 
further with the children’s book ‘world’, and feels like an exciting step. I am  
really looking forward to helping Louise with the National Share a Story 
Month and I am planning to enjoy the next two years!

Kate Breitholtz, Saddleworth CBG

NEW MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE
NEW MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE
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SADDLEWORTH CBG

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
was awarded to the following FCBG members in  
recognition of their hard work and commitment to  
the Federation:

MARIANNE ADEY, JAYNE GOULD, 
SINÉAD KROMER and PAT TATE.



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Many thanks to both Melanie McGilloway (Website) and Zoe Toft (NFFN) who 
have now stepped down from the Executive Committee. We are really pleased that 
Zoe will continue working on behalf of FCBG as NNFN Co-ordinator this year.

We are delighted to welcome Kate Breitholtz to the committee. See p7 for more 
information about her.

The next Executive meeting will be Saturday 8th October 2016. All meetings 
are held in London. Please contact Jane for further information at least two 
weeks in advance if you wish to attend as an observer.

CHAIR
Jane Etheridge
janesetheridge@yahoo.co.uk
Oxted CBG

VICE CHAIR,  
NEWSLETTER/SOCIAL MEDIA
Chris Routh
chrisrouth@leightonpark.com
Reading CBG

NATIONAL SECRETARY  
AND GROUP LIAISON
Karen Hellewell
info@fcbg.org.uk
0300 102 1559
Aldbourne CBG

TREASURER
Sarah Stuffins
sarahstuffins@hotmail.com
Reading CBG

JEAN RUSSELL GIFT  
CO-ORDINATOR, WEBSITE
Julia Miller
julia.miller@cognitivefitness.co.uk
Lincs CBG

MINUTES SECRETARY, CPO
Christine Leggett
cleggett@claydonhigh.com
Ipswich CBG

CBA CO-ORDINATOR
Wendy Gilham
wendy.gilham@tesco.net
Lincs CBG

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME  
ORGANISER
Rosanne Bartlett
cbartlett@earls.dudley.gov.uk
Dudley CBG

NSSM/CBA
Louise Stothard
louisestothard@aol.com
Oxford CBG

BLOG/BOOKLISTS
Sue Wilsher
suemwilsher@gmail.com
North Somerset CBG

NSSM
Kate Breitholtz
breithol@yahoo.com
Saddleworth CBG

Deadline for the next issue is 

31st October 2016

Next Issue:

National Share a Story Month

Jean Russell Storytelling Project

And more …

Please send all group news, ideas and photos to 

Chris Routh, chrisrouth@leightonpark.com

Follow us on Twitter @FCBGNews and on Facebook 

and don’t forget our website: www.fcbg.org.uk 

where you can subscribe to our blog!
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JULY
7th  Branford Boase Award

8th  UKLA Book Award  

 
winners announced

13th CLiPPA Award  

 
winners announced

29-31st YALC

AUGUST
13-29th Edinburgh Book Festival

SEPTEMBER
17th  Patron of Reading Conference

OCTOBER 

 
The Big Draw

6th National Poetry Day

22nd YA SHOT

NOVEMBER 

 
NNFN 

 
SLA Information Book Award  

 
winners announced 

 
Royal Society’s Young People’s  

 
Book Prize winner announced

DATES FOR 

YOUR DIARYDATES FOR 

YOUR DIARY SPREADING THE WORD ABOUT FCBG 
Executive member Louise Stothard represented FCBG at 
two fantastic events recently:
The Marvellous Superstar Event in Birmingham organised by The Roald Dahl 
Marvellous Children’s Charity aimed at bringing families with children with 
rare diseases together and to introduce them to the new Roald Dahl nurses – Sian 
Bicker and Kate Penny-Thomas.

The National Trust’s first Children’s Book Festival at Wray Castle in the  
Lake District which was part of the celebrations of Beatrix Potter’s 150th Birthday.

On both occasions the many people that she met were interested to hear about the 
work of FCBG and the local book groups.


