
NATIONAL  
SHARE A STORY 
MONTH 
Our theme for 2016 was ‘A Place for Stories’ which aimed  
to encourage the telling and sharing of stories in unusual  
(but safe) places. Thank you to Macmillan Children’s Books and  
Bloomsbury Publishing for supporting our photo competition.  
One of the winners was Jenny Hawke, an individual member who 
is a library supervisor at Petts Wood Library, Bromley Libraries:

‘We asked parents of children in all our reading groups, from 4 
year olds – teens, for photos of their children reading in unusual 
places. The response was fantastic and one parent encouraged 
her child’s school to get involved. With parental permission, we 
put a couple of photos on Bromley Libraries Facebook page each 
day towards the end of May. We also created a lovely window 
display and ran a Books Aloud session for 4-7 year olds, during 
which we read Are You Sitting Comfortably? by Leigh Hodgkinson 
(Bloomsbury). We had a lot of compliments about our window 
display and everyone seemed to really enjoy taking part!’

• More about NSSM

• The Jean Russell Storyteller 
Project

• National Non-Fiction November: 
100 Brilliant Non-Fiction Books
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NATIONAL SHARE A STORY 
MONTH 2016 continued …

NSSM AT BISHOP’S STORTFORD COLLEGE
Rosie Pike told us that the school adopted the theme of NSSM for the whole 

of the summer term. The ‘Jackanory’ sessions were taken out and about 
around the College campus. Commencing with a visit to the new Alliott 

House in the Senior School, the venues also included the Prep School 
reception, Pre Prep with its storytelling chair, the Medical Centre and sports 

fields, all with an appropriate guest storyteller for each location.

WHAT ON EARTH?  
WALLBOOK TIMELINE OF BRITISH HISTORY

Each of our Children’s Book Groups received a copy of this fabulous book 
signed by the author Christopher Lloyd. Produced in association with the 

National Trust, the book takes a gargantuan journey through the history of 
Great Britain using a giant illustrated timeline. Groups and individual group 

members were invited to submit reviews which were entered into a prize 
draw to win a What on Earth? Gift Pack. Many congratulations to the winner 

Sylvie Witts of Lewes Children’s Book Group!

NSSM 2017
Our theme for next year is ‘Picture a Story’. We will be celebrating the 

telling and sharing of stories through picture books, picture treasure hunts, 
making comics, a children’s illustration competition and many other exciting 

activities.  Keep an eye out for more information on the FCBG website!
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THE JEAN RUSSELL 
STORYTELLING PROJECT: 

THE STORY SO FAR…
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Once upon a time there was a gifted young storyteller called Anna, writes 
National Coordinator Julia Miller. She travelled all over the country with her 

magic bag full of strange musical instruments, brightly coloured clothes  
from far-away lands and weapons to fight the evil monsters and  

(of course) save the princess… 

I have been listening to Anna Conomos’ stories for the past few months, as 
part of the Jean Russell Storytelling Project, and I have been constantly 

amazed at her talent for drawing children (and adults!) into her stories, 
transporting the very young to the jungles of India, imagining Ancient Greece 
and creating stories based on local tales with Reading children to perform at 

a local Arts Festival.    

All are entranced by her ability to change into a hunchbacked old woman or 
a magnificent king and her wonderful participative singing. Anna has the gift 

of making everyone become part of the story, turning everyone (even  
teachers) into rowing Argonauts, roaring waves, clashing rocks...

There has been nothing but praise for the project from the children,  
teachers and parents:

“The feedback from the 
children was great and the Year 

5 children produced some excellent 
writing this afternoon as a result” 

(Head, Swindon)

 “It was ace…very 
energetic, fun and  

child-oriented” 
(Nursery assistants)

“The children loved the 
experience. The teachers thought 

she was brilliant”
 (Birmingham CBG)
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THE JEAN RUSSELL STORYTELLING PROJECT: THE STORY SO FAR…

All the schools involved are in areas of high deprivation, whose children 
often have weak language skills on entry and little exposure to reading 
and stories. The school in Swindon is also designated for children with 

multiple learning difficulties and disabilities; they thoroughly enjoyed 
it. All the participating schools are being given a Teachers DVD to 

help them incorporate storytelling into all aspects of the curriculum 
and the Nursery Schools also received a free Clara The Rhinoceros 

book and CD to help them relive their storytelling experiences. 

Anna also delivered two workshops to teachers, parents and carers, 
helping them to develop their own storytelling skills and, most importantly 

enjoying the experience.  As two of the parents commented: 

“It has shown me how I can retell stories and get the 
children to join in… I didn’t think I could join in but found 

it great fun and enjoyed working with another Dad.”  
By the time you read this newsletter the project will be over. During November 

Anna is visiting young carers and their friends at Ipswich, telling tall Suffolk 
tales and Oxford are hosting the finale involving three schools coming 

together to perform their own story in front of teachers and invited guests.

The Federation of Children’s Book Groups would like to thank the Ragdoll 
Foundation for such a generous gift to celebrate and commemorate Jean 
Russell. To learn more about Jean and her work with the Federation visit 

http://www.ragdollfoundation.org.uk/portfolio/jean-russell or look at 
our History Archive to be produced as part of our own 50th celebrations.  

Finally, as National Coordinator I would like to thank all involved: schools, 
stakeholders and the groups for spending so much time with the project.                                                                  

Julia Miller

THE JEAN RUSSELL PROJECT  
IN NUMBERS
• 1,800 children
• Age range 2 to 14
• 80 adults in 2 workshops
• 6 children’s book groups
• 16 schools from nursery to secondary
• 1 hospital
• 100% excellent ratings (so far....)

“A great achievement!! …
magical…the project to bring a 

storyteller into school to children who 
would perhaps not have seen any type of 

performance (is) a brilliant idea!” 
(Teacher, Birmingham)

“It was the best day; it 
was really fun” 

(Children at Swindon)
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As this newsletter goes to print National  
Non-Fiction November will be in full swing. 
Many of us will be off intrepidly exploring, 
making new discoveries and having an 
incredible adventure through the pages of  
all the fabulous non-fiction books for children 
and young people that are out there.

Groups around the country will have been 
using the FCBG resource packs to run sessions 
highlighting the wonderful variety of non-fiction 
books, many using the opportunity to research 
and create their own imaginative and exciting 
books based in the real world. We’ve brought 
together a whole wealth of non-fiction themed 
ideas that could be adapted to classrooms 
and families in free downloadable resources 
– and of course, you could in fact use them 
at any time of year! I’d especially recommend 
trying out Guess the Shelfie Game; can 
you match the bookshelf to the non-fiction 
author in whose home you’ll find that shelf.

If you simply want to catch up and learn more 
about the wide range of engaging, eye-opening 
non-fiction you can find in bookshops and 
libraries, do follow the FCBG blog, where 
throughout November we’ve been posting 
articles about non-fiction publishing, news 
items about award winning non-fiction books 
(including those books which won the SLA 
Information Book Award and the Royal Society 
Young People’s Book Prize), opinion pieces about 
the status of non-fiction and giveaways galore!

One of the highlights of our 2016 celebrations 
is our brand new rich and diverse list of ‘100 
Brilliant Non-Fiction Books for Children 
and Young People’. With the help of child 
members of the FCBG and Marilyn Brocklehurst 
of the Norfolk Children’s Book Centre, we’ve 
selected 100 books which cover everything from 
astronomy to art, journalism to jokes, fabulous 
pop-ups to facts to be dazzled by, celebrating 
all the different types of non-fiction you can 

find, and highlighting how non-fiction books 
can play a huge role in exciting and inspiring 
young people when it comes to finding a great 
book to read just for the sheer pleasure of it.

We’re hugely grateful to all the publishers 
of the books on this mega list: in 
conjunction with World Book Day we’ve 
been running our biggest ever giveaway 
– two full sets of the entire booklist!

We’re confident National Non-Fiction November 
will help us discover new books that will 
make us marvel at how exciting and beautiful 
so much non-fiction is these days. Let us 
know what amazing discoveries you make!

All the FCBG resources for running activities 
based around non-fiction books can be  
found here:
http://www.fcbg.org.uk/national- 
non-fiction-november-2016/

You can read all the FCBG blog articles  
(and subscribe to future ones) here:
http://www.fcbg.org.uk/blog/

You can find out more about the booklist  
‘100 Brilliant Non-Fiction Books for Children  
and Young People’ and the giveaway in 
collaboration with World Book Day here:
http://www.worldbookday.com/2016/
10/100-brilliant-non-fiction-books/ 

NATIONAL NON-FICTION 
NOVEMBER 2016NATIONAL NON-FICTION 
NOVEMBER 2016

NNFN Coordinator Zoe Toft explains what’s been happening this month. 
Take a look at the resources on offer – many of which could be used at  
any time of the year!



A selection chosen to excite, inspire and enjoy!

non-fiction books for children and young people

100 100 BRILLIANTBRILLIANT

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th April 2017

The Federation of
Children’s Book Groups

2017 conference

At The Oratory School, Reading 

Confirmed speakers include:
2015 – 2017 UK Children’s Laureate Chris Riddell
Historian and TV presenter Lucy Worsley
Authors D J Brazier, Martin Brown, Jo Cotterill, G R Gemin, 
Caighlan Smith and Jon Walter
Performance poet A F Harrold
Writer, editor and translator Daniel Hahn
Literacy, school libraries and technology consultant Bev Humphrey
Publishers include Alanna Books, Barrington Stoke and Book 
Island 

For further details and booking information see 

www.fcbg.org.uk/conference

Updates will also be posted on Twitter 
and Facebook 

Bookshop to be provided by Tales 
on Moon Lane 
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IT IS ALWAYS GREAT TO RECEIVE NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL CHILDREN’S BOOK GROUPS. AS YOU 
WILL SEE FROM THE FOLLOWING REPORTS SOME INSPIRATIONAL WORK HAS BEEN GOING ON 
AROUND THE COUNTRY DURING THE LAST FEW MONTHS.

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS

BIRMINGHAM CBG
Birmingham was lucky enough to be one of the groups chosen for the 
Jean Russell Storytelling project. Anna Conomos spent two hectic 
days at the end of June, working with three schools, a nursery and parents 
bringing stories to life and having fun. Approximately 800 children, from 
4 to 11 years old, were involved in Anna’s story telling performances. 
Nursery children became totally involved in a tale from India which 
started with Anna’s own magical time travel machine, her thunder stick.

Infant and Junior school 
children participated in 
retelling the myth of Jason 
and the Argonauts capturing 
the Golden Fleece and an 
Old Testament story of Jacob 
and Esau and the Blessing. 
Using costume and props, 
singing songs and chanting 
rhymes, all the children were 
encouraged to become 
involved in the sessions, 
the story came to life 
and everyone - children 

and adults - enjoyed the gift of storytelling.

In a workshop session with parents, Anna used fairy stories to 
show and encourage parents and carers to tell stories to their 
children and become storytellers themselves. Working in groups 
the parents enjoyed learning how to break stories into different 
segments and how to use a few props to act out parts.

The project also was successful in helping people become 
aware of the Federation and become members. 

DEBBIE WIGGETT 

HARROGATE CBG
In September Harrogate Children’s Book Group supported events at the 
Harrogate International Festival Children’s Weekend amid the 
sumptuous mirrored surroundings of the Spiegeltent, Europe’s oldest 

travelling tent. Bestselling author Hilary Robinson 
entertained audiences 

with mixed up fairy tales, and Blue Peter Book Award winner Andy Seed 
provided wacky, witty word fun, amazing his audience with fantastic facts, 
riddles and challenges. Members of HCBG Committee chatted to local parents 
and children, sold books and held a prize draw for a bundle of lovely books.

JO HUETT 

IPSWICH CBG
Lots of people braved the rain to 
come to the Wildlife Family Fun 
Day at Holywells Park and joined 
us to celebrate Beatrix Potter’s 
birthday, making Peter Rabbit ears, 
masks, birthday cards and having 
a go at the Lucky Dip.  They also 
had fun learning about the local 
wildlife with the RSPB, Butterfly 
Conservation, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, 
The Suffolk Owl Sanctuary and 
the Friends of Holywells Park.

Despite the damp, miserable weather 
on the weekend of the 18th – 19th June, 
at The Sutton Hoo National Trust 
Solstice Festival our tree bloomed 
and flourished as children, adults and 
even Anglo-Saxon storytellers, added 
their favourite books and tales to it. 

SHIRLEY IMLACH

LEWES CBG
Lewes Children’s Book Group was approached by the Families of 
Prisoners Steering Group at HMP Lewes to support them in making the 
prison visitors’ areas more welcoming for families. Women and children 
can travel long distances to visit a family member in the prison and can 
spend up to an hour in a waiting room with no toys or books available 
before going to the main visitors’ area. We feel very strongly that we could 
make a difference by selecting books that parents and children could read 
or dip into at this stressful time. The main visiting area has a collection 
of books, but these are rather shabby now and need replenishing. We’ve 
had donations of good condition books from our members and are using 

some of the money we received from the Mayor of Lewes last year to 
enable us to buy a range of titles to appeal to babies up to young adults. 

We’re hoping to be able to take our first collections of books in soon. 

We’ve continued to hold our half-term holiday BookSwap, which always 
has a good response locally. We will be trialling an additional BookSwap 

in November on a housing estate in Lewes to try and reach children and 
young people who may not have such ready access to books at home. 
We were approached by the ex-Mayor and the resident’s association to do 
this and are excited that we are building up new partnerships in town.

JENNY MAIDMENT 
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OXFORD CBG
In June, we held our annual Summer Social in Boar’s Hill, thanks to 
Moira and Peter da Costa. It was too cold to enjoy their lovely garden, 
but we had a great evening, with a delicious Bring n’ Share supper, 
followed by a magical hour with author Jose Patterson, who read 

excerpts from her latest book, My Aunt Manya.

In September, OCBG members were 
involved in and invited to attend the U3A conference on Children’s 
Literature at OUP, in Oxford. We enjoyed a wonderful day with OCBG 
member John Foster, the much-loved children’s poet and performance 
artist; Daniel Hahn, the author of the Oxford Companion to Children’s 
Literature; Geraldine McCaughrean, award-winning author; and 
Bill Laar, lifelong advocate of the power of children’s literature.

Just a few days later, OCBG ran a family event at Kennington Library, 
with author Claire Barker, to celebrate the publication of the 3rd book 
in her Knitbone series – A Horse Called Moon. The Knitbone books are 
beautiful, warm, and genuinely funny stories illustrated by Ross Collins. 
They’re aimed at years 3-6 and appeal to both girls and boys. Claire 
lives on an apple farm in North Devon and so the menagerie of lovable 
characters is based on her own animals - she is a true animal lover! 

JACKIE HOLDERNESS

READING
In June, Getting Reading Reading 
welcomed the Jean Russell 
Storyteller, Anna Conomos, to 
New Christ Church Primary School 
in Reading where she helped pupils 
to devise a performance based on 
seven local stories. This was enjoyed 
by members of the local community 
at the annual Whitley Festival. In 
September, the group was delighted 
to be offered the opportunity to host 
an event to celebrate the publication 
of the new edition of Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets illustrated by 
Jim Kay (Bloomsbury). There was a real 
party atmosphere, with a fancy dress 
competition and themed food. Everyone who 
attended (from a 3 year old to a professional 
illustrator from Banbury) was entranced 
by Jim’s fascinating talk. In October, 

we supported another event for families which was held in Reading 
Museum as part of the Reading in Reading Book Festival. Author 
Julia Jarman talked about her book The Time Travelling Cat and The 
Roman Eagle which was inspired by objects in the museum.

CHRIS ROUTH

SOLIHULL
In June, Jo Franklin visited Solihull to share her book Help, I’m an Alien 
with children from St Alphege Primary and St George & St Teresa Catholic 
Primary Schools.  Jo did an excellent presentation using a mystery rucksack 
and its contents as props, and engaging the children in a creative question 
and answer session. Both schools really enjoyed the visit and bought 
lots of books which Jo happily signed whilst chatting to the children.

We have also had events with Steve Smallman, Barbara 
Spencer and Dougal Jerram - “Dr. Volcano”.

Over the last year we also celebrated Harry Potter Night, 
did a week of story sessions in Waterstones for World Book 
Week and did an “Elmer” Saturday in Waterstones.

PHYL GAUNT



EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE
Many thanks to both Wendy Gilham (CBA) and Sue Wilsher (Blog and Booklists) 
who have now stepped down from the Executive Committee. We would also like to 
thank Zoe Toft for her continuing, sterling work on behalf of FCBG as NNFN  
Co-ordinator.

We are delighted that Diane Gaunt (Staffs CBG) has been attending Executive 
Meetings as an observer and are grateful for her assistance with this edition of the 
Newsletter.

Please contact Jane if you would like to find out more about in getting involved with 
FCBG at a national level.

The next two Executive meetings will be Saturday 14th January 2017 and 
Saturday 29th April 2017. All meetings are held in London. Please contact  
Jane for further information at least two weeks in advance if you wish to 
attend as an observer.

CHAIR
Jane Etheridge
etherjane@gmail.com
Oxted CBG

VICE CHAIR, NEWSLETTER/
SOCIAL MEDIA
Chris Routh
chrisrouth@leightonpark.com
Reading CBG

NATIONAL SECRETARY AND 
GROUP LIAISON
Karen Hellewell
info@fcbg.org.uk
Aldbourne CBG

TREASURER
Sarah Stuffins
sarahstuffins@hotmail.com
Reading CBG

JEAN RUSSELL GIFT 
CO-ORDINATOR, WEBSITE 
AND BLOG
Julia Miller
Julia.miller@cognitivefitness.co.uk
Lincs CBG

MINUTES SECRETARY, CPO
Christine Leggett
cleggett@claydonhigh.com
Ipswich CBG

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
ORGANISER
Rosanne Bartlett
rbartlett1652@gmail.com
Dudley CBG

BOOKLISTS and CBA
Louise Stothard
louisestothard@aol.com
Oxford CBG

NSSM
Kate Breitholtz
breithol@yahoo.com
Saddleworth CBG

Deadline for the next issue is 

30th April 2017

Next Issue: Conference

 
Children’s Book Award

 
And more …

Please send group news (including photos) to 

Diane Gaunt, diane.gaunt@abbotsholme.co.uk 

general news, features and ideas to Chris Routh, 

chrisrouth@leightonpark.com

Follow us on Twitter @FCBGNews and on Facebook 

and don’t forget our website: www.fcbg.org.uk 

where you can subscribe to our blog!
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JANUARY
3rd  Costa Book Award

20th Deadline for first-round of Children’s  

 Book Award votes

FEBRUARY
2nd Harry Potter Night

9th -19th Imagine Children’s Festival  

 (Southbank)

14th  International Book Giving Day

16th  Longlist Carnegie/Kate Greenaway  

 Awards announced

25th  CBA Top Ten Books announced

MARCH
2nd  World Book Day

2nd  Blue Peter Book Award

14th  Shortlist CKG announced

APRIL 
2nd International Children’s Book Day

7-9th FCBG Annual Conference

23rd World Book Night

MAY 
12th Deadline for CBA votes

 Centre for Literacy in Primary Poetry  

 Award shortlist

 National Share a Story Month

JUNE 
10th CBA awards ceremony

19th CKG winners announced

DATES FOR 

YOUR DIARYDATES FOR 

YOUR DIARY


