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e Birmingham Conservatoire,
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We have invited well-
known authors and
illustrators, all of whom
have been long-term
supporters of the
Federation, for a day
of workshops, talks
and story-telling,
with the aim that
we all have a jolly
good time.
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e FCBG presents a
tival of Children’s Literature

Sessions include a talk from David Almond,
this year celebrating 15 vyears since the
publication of Skellig, a mini puppet theatre
workshop for young children with Clara
Vulliamy, and Emma Chichester Clark and
Michael Morpurgo in conversation about their
recent collaboration, a retelling of Italian classic
Pinocchio. James Mayhew will also be offering
an illustration-to-music workshop for children
aged 10-14, with limited availability, using
Benjamin Britten’s The Sword in the Stone, a suite
of music based on the novel of the same name
by TH.White. James will also be live illustrating
to the same music in a concert performance
in the afternoon.

We are offering each of our groups
complimentary tickets fortwo of theirmembers
to attend a session of their choice (excluding
the two workshops, due to limited availability
for these).To claim these places, please contact
festival@fcbg.org.uk before tickets go on sale
to the general public on September 2nd.

And if more of you want to come along (and
we'd love as many of you as possible to be
there!) there’s no need to worry as you will
be able to buy additional tickets once they
go on sale - keep an eye on www.fcbg.org.
uk/festivalofchildrensliterature/ for the latest
information.

* An interview with the

Festival’s logo designer

* A snowy Conference
report

* Group News and more!

www.fcbg.org.uk
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A Malorie Blackman

The 2002 Red House Children's Book
Award winner (for Noughts and
Crosses) will hold the position
until 2015, and has already
spoken up about her support
for libraries and her plans to get
more children reading.

Congratulations to Malorie, we
look forward to seeing what you get
up to over the next couple of years!

} T;J If you would like to learn more about
; ) };\\ the Children’s Laureate, including

= past holders and what they did
with their time in the role, visit
www.childrenslaureate.org.uk
And for more about Malorie, you can
find her own website at www.malorieblackman.co.uk
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Red House

Do you know a budding writer, poet, or journalist? If so, the
Red House Young Writer's Yearbook needs YOU!

We want aspiring young writers from around the country
to enter the 2013 Red House Young Writers' Yearbook
competition and win the chance to see their stories or poems
published in a stunningly produced and designed book.

To enter the competition, children should be aged between
7 and |7.They can submit a story, poem or article and it's up
to the individual what subject they choose to write about.
This year the competition entries will be divided into four age
categories: 7+, 9+, | [+ and |3+

The deadline is 3Ist July 2013.

As well as becoming a published author, the winners will also
earn the opportunity to attend a Red House Young Writers'
Workshop, with a high-profile children's author, held —
for the first time ever- as part of the celebrated Imagine
Children’s Festival at London's Southbank Centre. The
workshop will provide participants with a unique, fun and
stimulating opportunity to help them hone their skills and
provide lots of feedback to encourage and inspire!

Matt Whyman, author of Gold Strike and The Savages says:

‘The Red House Young Writer's Yearbook aims to showcase young
talent in the raw. It provides a platform for new writers as they
get to grips with their craft, and offers a huge boost to their
confidence in seeing their work in print for the very first time.

Now with a series of workshops for the contributors, to be held
at the Imagine Children’s Festival, it's time to put your stories and
poems into words and just see where it takes you.

It's been a pleasure and a privilege to edit the Yearbook over
the last eight years, and see young writers starting out on their
journey. Who knows? Some may go on to become literary legends,
but even for those who choose other pathways this is a unique
opportunity to find their voice and express themselves clearly and
creatively — an essential skill for life.

And Joe, a previous winner; says:

On learning he was a winner: '/ felt really pleased and totally
amazed that my story was going to be put in a real book, like a
proper writer.

On seeing his story in the book:' kept thinking: people are going
to read my story. It was an overwhelming feeling and [ felt like |
was going to burst with pride when the book arrived in the post!"
On the impact it's had on him:‘lt's given me confidence in my
writing and made me want to write more stories."

So, both winners and authors get a great deal out of
involvement in the Red House Young Writers competition —
but you have to be in it to win itl And to enter simply email
your piece of work along with your name, email address, date
of birth, age range (7+, 9+, | I+, |3+), your parent/guardian
email address and your address to youngwriters@redhouse.
co.uk, with a subject of “Red House Young Writers' Yearbook
2013 Competition".

For more information please contact Dominic Kingston:
dominic.kingston@thebookpeople.co.uk

Young Writers’
Yearbook 2013
Competition
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Magical Books
on display at the Bodleian

If there is one thing | love about Oxford, it is its long
history of producing some fantastic writers and fantastic books.
Fantastic, of course is a key word here, given that the writers |
am talking about include Tolkien, C.S. Lewis and Phillip Pullman.
This summer the Bodleian library is playing host to a marvellous
display of magical books, and many of the items on display will
be of particular interest to those who love children’s literature —
especially of the fantastic kind.

The exhibition features manuscript pages, original illustrations,
maps and gems from the Bodleian's historical collection. Included
are a rare first edition of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone,
the plate that inspired Alan Garner's The Owl Service and Susan
Cooper’s personal collection of signs, modelled after those she
describes in The Dark is Rising.

The exhibition runs until 27th October, so there is plenty of time
to make a visit!

Every year before conference | have conversation with my sister
that goes something along these lines:

“I will absolutely not pick up too many books this year... *

“Me neither, I've got so many | haven't read already.”

“Just the ones that look reeeally interesting.”

“And only what | can fit in my suitcase.”

Most years we travel to Conference by public transport, we really
can only take away what we can carry! But our resolve usually lasts
as long as the first conversation we have with the publishers...

So | admit it, the pile | came away with was about as high as one
of my arms is long, and those have formed the majority of my
reading over the last few months.

Highlights from the list for me were:

Smuggler's Kiss — Marie-Louise Jensen (Oxford)

Set all around the Dorset coast (and mentioning places that |
know very well from childhood summers) Smuggler’s Kiss tells the
story of Isabelle, rescued from drowning at sea by a notorious
crew of smugglers.

N
Monument |4 — Emmy Laybourne (Hodder) i
A tale of survival billed as ‘Lord of the Flies meets
The Day After Tomorrow' about a group of children N\

trapped in a department store as the world outside goes
crazy.

\\

w/g\

This Is What Happy Looks Like — Jennifer E. Smith (Headline)

The very gentle story of Ellie and Graham, who are put in contact
by an accidentally mistyped email address, and form'a friendship
across the internet — which is changed when they meet in person.

On my bedside table right now:

C.S. Lewis - The Silver Chair — yes, my husband and | have been
reading the entire series aloud to each other, because there is
nothing that beats the pleasure of sharing stories, however well
you know them already.

What I'm looking forward to reading next:

JRR Tolkien — The Fall of Arthur - picked up from the Bodleian
shop after a visit to the exhibition above, this recently published
work reminds us that Tolkien wasn't just an inventor. of. worlds
and Anglo-Saxon scholar, but had an interest in later medieval
literature too.

Make-a-book for \World
Book Day with South Bucks
CBG

South Bucks held this book-making event straight after school on
World Book Day, Thursday 7th March 201 3.

This was a great activity for a small group of children (they
recommend Infants - Year | & Reception) & their parents to enjoy
quality, fun time together ona.l:| basis. The aim was for parents
to help their child create their very own;unique picture bookto
keep and read together at home, reinforcing vital family bonds
and a shared love of books.lt also allowed parents and-teachers
to meet in a more informal environment and build links.

SBCBG set up the classroom before hand, organising the tables
with coloured pencils, glue sticks, scissors and cutting coloured
sugar paper to size and folding to A4 & A5 size covers/pages for
the children to choose from. SBCBG members & staff-helped-to
source material like colour magazines, leaflets & brochures with
wonderful pictures to cut out and a very long stapler for securing
the books pages together at the end of the session.

Most children & parents came prepared for the event, some
bringing photos from home or having chosen a “theme/topic” for
their book. Lots of younger siblings stayed with their parents - the
toddlers quietly making their own books too! All the children
made lovely books, with chose topics including football, animals,

food, princesses and nature & wildlife. All the children, parents

. & staff had a wonderful time!




Thank you to all the groups who
send in details about their events.
The web site is regularly updated
with group activities.

South Bucks

also recently held a The Tiger Who
Came to Tea themed event, which
was well attended, with more than 2
dozen children & their families turning up.
They had a very popular raffle (with all
the children desparate to win the RHCBA
winner Spooky, Spooky House, a talented
local Art student creating wonderful
face-painting, and lots and lots of craft
activities.  And of course some tea and
cakes!

Afterwards they had this to say:

“Our younger helpers were amazing - one
young man acting the tiger all afternoon,
in full costume.To start with on the floor
with the tea-set and assorted soft toys and
wriggly children, and at the end by acting
out the story, complete with drinking from
a couple of saucepans and burping with
gusto!

Another young helper debuted as a
portrait photographer, capturing individual
children next to the collectively created
stripy tiger picture. The children had each
painted a small square of “Tiger Stripes”
to make up the large patchwork style tiger
collage.

Any late-comers, who had missed the
initial reading of “The Tiger Who Came to
Tea” were able to see each page of the
original illustrations of this delightful story,

running on a repeating “loop" on a lap-top
computer, throughout the afternoon.

As usual, everyone worked together with
enthusiasm and commitment and the
result was a great success. We received
a text from one mother saying, ‘.my
children had fun this afternoon and
enjoyed the face-painting. Thank you!
What more could you ask?”

The DUNDEE and Area Children's Book
Group is currently organising school
visits for newly signed author Pamela M.
Butchart whose first book, Baby Aliens Got
My Teacher will be published this summer.

During a week in May, Pamela visited at
least one of the local testing schools each
day to introduce her new book, taking
with her lots of games, and asking the
children to get creative with Plasticine!

recently held school-based events with
Louisa Bennett and Fletcher Moss.
Fletcher was talking about his latest book
The Poison Boy, a murder mystery eaturing
a boy who acts as food taster to the rich.

Aldbourne CBG

invited Karen Hellewell, the national
secretary to talk to them about the history
and future of the Federation at their
AGM. She also told them about her
plans for a Federation Archive — which
will hopefully provide a comprehensive
history of the groups as well as the
national organisation (and if any of you
have anything that might be relevant do
let her know about it!)

nww.fcbg.org.uk

In June they had a visit from Geraldine
McCaughrean, who has recently been very
generous in supporting a drive to help
replace old worn-out Story Sacks at one
of the groups local hospitals.

Oxford CBG

enjoyed taking Frances Hardinge, author
of A Face Like Glass and Twilight Robbery to
Matthew Arnold School where she held
a very successful event. They have also
held a successful Book Swop in one of the
local shopping centres and are planning a
Comic Drawing Workshop with Neill
Cameron in July.

Lewes CBG

also held a book swop, and invited author-
illustrator Liz Pichon to visit them in April.
They've also asked all their members
to save-the-date, as they are already
starting to plan their 40th anniversary
celebrations for June next yearl We're
looking forward to hearing what they've
got up their sleeves. ..

Herts CBG (formerly St Albans)
have very recently had a visit from Cathy
Cassidy, have been continuing their
monthly Sunday Stories at the Museum,
and are currently looking forward to
Adventures in Time and Space (see over
for more details) and their next few
Sunday story sessions: July 28th -
celebrating National Archeology Month
with the story of The Sandal, a lost shoe
that finds itself in a museum; August
25th — defeating dragons in a reading of
King Jack and The Dragon by Pete Bently.

Don’t forget that you can keep
up with events on the website

www.fcbg.org.uk
and many of the groups now have
their own website where you can
find even more ideas!
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Chair Booklists
Julia Miller; Melanie McGilloway,
Baie Lazare, Low Road, Barrowby 23 Court Avenue, Yatton
Lincolnshire, NG32 | DJ Somerset, BS49 4EP
01476 562915 01934 876061
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@ptinte" ™" o Secretary Ellie John
Karen Hellewell 07900 312730
Hampton Farm, Bowerhill ellenj86@googlemail.com
Melksham, Wiltshire, SN 12 6QZ West Wales CBG
01225 353710
info@fcbg.org.uk Newsletter
Aldbourne CBG Rebecca Knight-Morgan
6 Lizmans Court, Silkdale Close
Treasurer, CPO Oxford, OX4 2HE
Jane Etheridge 01865 701907
|23 Frederick Road rebeccajaneknight@googlemail.com
Cheam, Sutton Harrogate CBG
Greater London, SM 1 2HT
020 8641 8173 Co-opted Committee members
etheridgejs@talktalk.net Christine Leggett
Oxted CBG 23 Dorset Close, Ipswich,
Suffolk, IP4 3B|
Minutes Secretary 01473 251417
Anne Bradley cleggett@claydonhigh.suffolk.sch.uk
29 Venn Crescent, Hartley, Ipswich CBG
Plymouth, PL3 5P)
01752 794311 Louise Stothard
annebradley@blueyonder.co.uk Manor Barn
Plymouth CBG 68, Church Street, Helmdon
Northants, NN |3 5Q)
Group Liaison Officer louisestothard@aol.com
Rosanne Bartlett Oxford CBG
65 Worcester Street,
Norton, Stourbridge
West Midlands, DY8 | AX The next Executive

01384 376292

cbartlett@earls.dudley.gov.uk meeting 1s
Dudley CBG 19th October

NSSM/NNFD Coordinator
Adam Lancaster

43 Whitehorse Lane

Great Ashby, Stevenage
Herts, SGI 6NJ

01438 367210
aln@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
Herts CBG




