
Mustard, Custard, Grumble Belly and Gravy  
by Michael Rosen and Quentin Blake (illustrator) 
Bloomsbury 9780747587385
You Can’t Catch Me is paired with Don’t Put Mustard in the Custard 
in a glorious collaboration with poet Rosen and illustrator Blake in a 
book which is ideal to read out loud and to perform.  
(Book and CD)

Squishy McFluff: The Invisible Cat  
by Pip Jones and Ella Okstad (illustrator)
Faber & Faber 9780571302505
With a comical rhyming text¸ big bold type and coloured pictures 
on every page the story of Ava and her very naughty invisible cat is 
perfect for beginner readers or to read aloud. First in a series.

Sticky Ends by Jeanne Willis and Tony Ross (illustrator) 
Andersen Press 9781849392501 
In the fine tradition of Hilaire Belloc’s Cautionary Tales, this inspired 
modern collaboration of poet and illustrator has produced a grisly 
collection of nineteen verses which will make readers of all ages laugh 
out loud.

Trouble at the Dinosaur Café by Brian Moses and Garry Parsons
Puffin 9780140569940
“Down at the Dinosaur Café, everybody was doing fine” until big bully 
T-Rex arrives and soon discovers he is going to be taught a serious 
lesson in this hilarious picture book.

Twinkle Twinkle Chocolate Bar compiled by John Foster 
Oxford University Press             9780192755810                       
This light-hearted brightly illustrated collection for younger  
children includes over 80 poems for every occasion from  
contemporary children’s poets.

Werewolf Club Rules by Joseph Coelho
Frances Lincoln 9781847804525 
Performance poet Joseph Coelho’s first collection of entertaining 
poems focuses on school life and friendships and scooped the 2015 
CLiPPA poetry prize.

Taking off
This section includes edited anthologies and collections by  
individual poets. More experienced readers will start to develop  
an awareness of and preference for different poets’ writing.  

Collected Poems for Children  
by Ted Hughes and Raymond Briggs (illustrator)
Faber & Faber 9780571215027
A life-time’s collection of poems by the former Poet Laureate,  
beginning with his verse for the very young and ending with his  
sophisticated ‘Season Songs’ is complemented by over 200 original 
line drawings by Raymond Briggs.

Come Into This Poem  
by Tony Mitton and Caroline Holden (illustrator) 
Frances Lincoln 9781847801692 
The very talented Tony Mitton has created a powerful collection of 
poems inspired by ancient cultures and the present day.

Cosmic Disco by Grace Nichols
Frances Lincoln                               9781847803986                   
The sun, the stars, the galaxies and earth-bound creatures are all 
celebrated in this sparkling collection for children of 10+.  

Heard it in the Playground  
by Allan Ahlberg and Fritz Wegner (illustrator) 
Puffin 9780140328240 
This award-winning, must-have selection of poems about school 
makes a great companion to Ahlberg’s Please Mrs Butler and will be 
enjoyed by children and adults alike. 

The Language of Cat and Other Poems by Rachel Rooney  
Frances Lincoln                             9781847801678                   
Rachel Rooney’s remarkable debut collection of poems, riddles and 
wordplay won the 2011 CLPE poetry prize.

Michael Rosen’s A-Z: The Best Children’s Poetry from  
Agard to Zephaniah  
Chosen by Michael Rosen and Joe Berger (illustrator)
Puffin 9780141324500 
A lively compilation of poetry from contemporary children’s poets 
forms an ideal collection to browse, perform and celebrate.

101 Poems for Children: A Laureate’s Choice  
Chosen by Carol Ann Duffy and Emily Gravett (illustrator) 
Macmillan Children’s Books 9781447220268 
This anthology has been designed for children to dip in and return to 
as they grow. It includes some of the Laureate’s own childhood  
favourites and celebrates the work of many of our greatest  
children’s poets. 

Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl and Quentin Blake (illustrator) 
Puffin 9780141350370 
Wickedly funny versions of six well known nursery rhymes –  
including the never to be forgotten re-working of Little Red Riding 
Hood who is surprisingly well prepared to deal with greedy old Wolfie! 

Sensational: Poems Inspired by the Five Senses  
Chosen by Roger McGough and Sara Fanelli (illustrator)
Macmillan Children’s Books 9780330413442 
McGough’s selection invites the reader to explore ‘the glorious  
sensational whirl’ that is life, while meeting the very best of classic 
and contemporary poets along the way.

Things You Find in a Poet’s Beard  
by A F Harrold and Chris Riddell (illustrator) 
Burning Eye Books 9781909136618 
A F Harrold’s whimsical, playful and occasionally eccentric poems are 
perfectly matched by the Children’s Laureate’s doodles. Mostly funny, 
but sometimes thoughtful and just a little bit sad.

What Are We Fighting For? New Poems About War  
by Brian Moses, Roger Stevens and Nicola L. Robinson (illustrator)
Macmillan Children’s Books         97881447248613               
A thoughtful, inspirational and challenging selection of poems from 
1914 to the present day which explores varied perspectives of war 
from different viewpoints.

Adults 
A couple of anthologies for teachers, librarians and book group 
leaders to be used to encourage children of all ages to learn by 
heart, perform and write their own poetry. 

Off by Heart: Poems for Children to Learn and Remember  
Compiled and written by Roger Stevens and Spike Gerrell (illustrator)
A & C Black 9781408192948 
Popular performance poet Roger Stevens places the emphasis firmly 
on the enjoyment of poetry in a very useful collection which arranges 
poems by length and provides a detailed appendix of tips for learning 
by heart and performing.

Poems to Perform: A Classic Collection  
Chosen by a previous Children’s Laureate by Julia Donaldson and 
Clare Melinsky (illustrator)
Macmillan Children’s Books  9781447243397 
This excellent compilation has been chosen by a previous Children’s 
Laureate because each poem is ideal to read aloud and can be read by 
two voices, a small group or even a whole class. An appendix includes 
specific instructions for the performance of each poem.

More information
The Centre for Literacy in Primary Poetry Award (CLiPPA) is  
currently the only award in the UK for published children’s poetry. 
CLPE believes that ‘poetry is a fundamental element in the  
development of children’s literacy’ and builds poetry into all that 
they do: www.clpe.org.uk/poetry 

National Poetry Day is run by the Forward Arts Foundation in  
partnership with The Poetry Society and is intended to be a mass 
celebration of poetry and all things poetical. There is a different 
theme each year.  
www.forwardartsfoundation.org/national-poetry-day

The Poetry Library holds the most comprehensive and accessible 
collection of poetry from 1912 in Britain. Funded by the Arts Council 
and open to all, this was our first port of call when we started to 
research this list! www.poetrylibrary.org.uk

A selection of poetry for 5 – 12 year olds

By Chris Routh and Rosemary Woodman  
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