
 
National Non-Fiction November 2022 

Communication: Activities, Ideas and Places to Visit 
 
In addition to participating in the NNFN Competition https://fcbg.org.uk/national-non-fiction-
november-2022-competition/, here is a mixed bag of additional activities, ideas and places to visit. 
 

Look for Local Evidence 
 
Red Telephone Boxes 
There are still approximately 21,000 (of 96,000) in use today. Invite children to look out for and map 
telephone boxes near to where they live. Have any been repurposed to house a defibrillator, a 
library, a flower display or something else? Challenge children to find out where else in the world 
red telephone boxes occur. There are also other kinds of public phone boxes to look out for, 
including ones for the police or the AA.  
 
Book 
The British Phonebox 
Nigel Linge & Andy Sutton, Amberley Publishing, 2017. ISBN 9781445663082 
Excellent illustrated history of the British Phone Box to refer to when looking at local examples. KS4 -
Adult 
 
Letter/Post boxes 
Letter boxes come in all shapes and sizes. Invite children to look out for and map the boxes near to 
where they live. Can they spot any visual clues which tell them how old a box is? Sometimes boxes 
are decorated with knitted/crocheted toppers to reflect the time of year, a theme or an event. 
Suggest the children take a photograph or draw a picture of a local example. Challenge them to 
design a post box topper. 
 
Book 
Old Letter Boxes (Shire Album) 
Martin Robinson, Shire Publications, 2000. ISBN 9780747804468 
Ideal point of reference for anyone wishing to discover the history of post boxes or identify 
examples in their own locality. KS4 - Adult 
 

Watch a Talk About The Song That Sings Us 
Watch Nicola Davies’s fascinating talk about animal communication which forms the background to 
and inspiration for her novel. https://www.hayfestival.com/p-18200-nicola-davies.aspx  KS3+ 
 
Book 
The Song That Sings Us 
Nicola Davies, Firefly, 2021. ISBN 9781913102777  
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Experience travel by steam 
Take a ride on a heritage railway to experience travel by steam. Find your nearest steam railway and 
upcoming events here http://www.heritage-railways.com/railways-r.php   
 

Places to visit 
 
Bletchley Park https://bletchleypark.org.uk     
Discover the incredible achievements of Britain’s World War Two Codebreakers in the place where it 
happened. (Milton Keynes) Codes 
 
National Museum of Flight https://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-flight/  
Explore the history of aviation, uncover unforgettable stories and discover Europe’s best collection 
of aircraft. (East Lothian, Scotland) There are other aviation museums around the country. 
https://www.britain-visitor.com/museums-in-britain/aviation-museums  Transport networks 
 
The National Railway Museum https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk 
Immerse yourself in stories from centuries of railway history. (York) Transport networks 
 
The National Science and Media Museum 
https://www.scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories 
A collection devoted to the science and culture of image and sound, covering photography, 
television and film. (Bradford) Visual media 
 
The National Space Centre https://spacecentre.co.uk/  
Discover six galleries, including the iconic Rocket Tower and the UK’s largest domed planetarium, 
crammed full of space suits, rockets, satellites and meteorites. (Leicester) Satellites 
 
The National Waterways Museum  
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/places-to-visit/national-waterways-museum#lty 
General information, regional maps, events. (Ellesmere Port, Cheshire) Transport networks 
 
London 
 

The BT Tower https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BT_Tower  
Communications tower completed in 1964. Used to carry telecommunications traffic from 
London to the rest of the country as part of the General Post Office microwave network. 
Closed to the public Telecommunication 
 
London Canal Museum https://www.canalmuseum.org.uk/  
Learn about the history of London’s canals and ice industry. Transport networks 
 
The Postal Museum https://www.postalmuseum.org/  
Take a ride on Rail Mail and discover the inspiring stories if Britain’s postal heritage. Postal 
Service 
 
Book 
Mail Rail from Beginning to End: A Brief History of the Post Office’s Underground Railway 
Mike Sullivan, Redshank Books, 2019. ISBN 9781922969005 
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The fascinating story of how it began, when it was built, and why it closed. The Postal 
Museum took over part of the Mount Pleasant sorting office to tell the story of 500 years of 
postal history and to open Mail Rail again as a visitor attraction. KS3 & 4+ 
The London Transport Museum https://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/  
Discover 200 years of London’s transport history and take a peek into how future 
technologies might impact London as we know it. Transport networks 
 

 

Have Fun Using a Secret Code to Write a Message 
 
Here are some simple codes for children to try: 
 https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/27282/secret-codes-to-write-a-coded-letter/  
 
Here are some more ideas – some a bit more challenging:  
https://treasurehunt4kids.com/secret-code-for-kids/  
 
Or challenge children to create a secret code of their own. 

 

Drop Everything and Read the News 

‘i is the UK’s only concise, quality newspaper which, every day, keeps hundreds of thousands of 

readers from all demographics informed with no-nonsense journalism and a lively spectrum of 

opinion.’ Schools can request FREE multiple copies of the i for a prearranged day. This would make a 

fantastic resource to use during NNFN – to link with a special focus on the news or for a whole-

school non-fiction Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) session. You can request enough copies for all 

the students and staff involved (with a minimum of 30 copies and a maximum of 2000). Each school 

is entitled to take advantage of the offer three times during any academic year, with a minimum of 5 

days’ notice required. To place your order contact Paul Bacon Paul.Bacon@inews.co.uk  

Investigate Ways of Telling Stories Without Using Words 

There are so many different ways to tell stories or convey information without using words including 

cave paintings, friezes, hieroglyphics, stained glass windows, tapestries, ceramics, sculpture, 

narrative art, murals, mime theatre, ballet, music and wordless picture books. Challenge your 

students to write their own ‘text’ for an example – suggested by you, or one of their own choice!  

For inspiration: 

•  have a look at FCBG’s list of wordless books  https://fcbg.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/11/Word_Less_Booklist_62284.pdf  

• visit a new exhibition about hieroglyphics at the British Museum 13th October 2022 – 19th 

February 2023 https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/hieroglyphs-unlocking-ancient-

egypt 

• take a look at a new picture book by Allan Drummond which retells The Willow Pattern Story 

(North-South, 2022. ISBN 9780735845121) 

• dip into Stories from the Ballet by Geraldine McCaughrean & Angela Barrett (Orchard, 1998. 

ISBN 9781860397769) 

• discover the stories behind some well-known orchestral pieces in Once Upon a Tune by 

James Mayhew (Otter-Barry Books, 2021. ISBN 9781913074036) 

https://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/27282/secret-codes-to-write-a-coded-letter/
https://treasurehunt4kids.com/secret-code-for-kids/
mailto:Paul.Bacon@inews.co.uk
https://fcbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Word_Less_Booklist_62284.pdf
https://fcbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Word_Less_Booklist_62284.pdf
https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/hieroglyphs-unlocking-ancient-egypt
https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/hieroglyphs-unlocking-ancient-egypt


• visit Reading Museum’s website to look at their full-sized replica of the Bayeux Tapestry 

scene by scene https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/collections/britains-bayeux-tapestry 

• visit your own local museum or art gallery. 

Get Involved in the School Library Association Information Book Awards 

The 10 shortlisted books for 2022 are divided into 3 age related categories (0-7; 8-12 & 13-16). 

Reviewing and discussing the age relevant titles with your book group or class and registering votes 

for their favourites is a great activity for the lead in to NNFN. Discounted packs of the shortlisted 

books in each category can be purchased from https://www.peters.co.uk/iba/740 A range of FREE 

associated resources and activities is available on the School Library Association website 

https://www.sla.org.uk/resources-for-the-iba-2022 Votes for the Children’s Choice can be submitted 

on behalf of groups or classes up until 5pm on Friday 28th October 2022 and the winners will be 

announced and celebrated in November https://www.sla.org.uk/get-involved-in-the-iba-2022   

Organise a Quiz 

Compile and run a quiz on the ‘Communication’ theme using the relevant books you have in your 

library or classroom as the main point of reference. This would make a great activity for book groups 

or library lessons. 

Create a Display 

Create a display (of books and stories) about ‘communication’ in your classroom or library. 

Research Challenge 

Invite children to research and write about a key event or person associated with the development 

of communication through history. The resulting work could be used to create a class or group book, 

perhaps arranged in chronological order, or displayed on a wall as a timeline. A good starting point 

for this would be History Atlas by Thiago de Moraes (on the Communication booklist); or any general 

books you have access to about inventors, inventions and discoveries. 

Staff Recommendations 

Invite colleagues to display a poster on their classroom door recommending a non-fiction title. It 

could be a book that they are currently reading, have recently enjoyed or that they recommend for 

the subject they teach. 

Read Non-Fiction Aloud 

Read non-fiction aloud to your children, book group, class or whole school. This is a great way to 

promote interest in particular books and reading non-fiction for pleasure in general. 
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